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Denmark many thanks to 
Politiken-Fonden which has 
supported the Kyiv-based yearly 
conferences for investigative 
reporters for many years and 
to the Union of Journalists at 
Politiken. From Germany, we are 
supported by the government 
through the programme 
‘Ukrainian Voices’ managed by 
ECPMF. From Ukraine, we are 
very grateful to European Union 
Anti-Corruption Initiative, which 
provides institutional support to 
the RPDI.

Welcome note from organizers

RE VERC

Welcome to Bratislava, Slovakia, 
and our conference RE:Cover – 
How Russia’s War in Ukraine 
changes Journalism. We, the 
RPDI, the ECPMF and former 
Scoop coordinators hope you will 
enjoy and learn from the sessions, 
panels and workshops. We offer 
you more than 20 arrangements.
A brutal and cynical Russian war 
against Ukraine is at the center 
of our speeches, discussions and 
mingling. Much has been said 
and written about it. Much will 
be said and written as there is no 

end in sight. At this conference, 
we will focus on all issues of 
war connected to journalism 
and media – from reporting on 
the frontline to how Europe is 
changing.
240 journalists from 21 countries 
registered for participating. Most 
of you are here but more than 
50 online as far away as Australia 
colleagues will – thanks to 
streaming – follow what’s going 
on in Bratislava.
From here we would also like 
to thank our sponsors. From 

Dear colleagues!



Speaker: Alina Elevterova (Digital Security 
Laboratory)

Digital Security tools and techniques
A workshop dedicated to digital security for 
journalists who work in a warzone.

Day 1 (December 9, Friday)

RE VERC

12:00 – 13:00 Participants registration

13:00 – 14:00 Opening of the Conference. Welcoming from organizers and donors: Henrik Kaufholz (Politiken), Embassy of 
Germany in Slovak Republic (Ambassador)

14:00 – 15:00

15:00 – 15:30

Speaker: Sevhil Musaieva (Ukrayinska Pravda, editor-in-chief), introduction by Rebecca Harms

16:45 – 17:45

Coffee Break

15:30 – 16:30

Moderator: Andriy Kulykov (Commission on Journalistic Ethics)
Speakers: Tomas Avenarius (Süddeutsche Zeitung), Anastasiya Stanko (hromadske) 

KEYNOTE SPEECH: «Ukraine, the War and the Media. What’s at Stake?»

Track 3 (workshop)

16:30 – 16:45 Break for moving to the panels

Journalists in Flak Jackets. War Reporting after February 24, 2022
War reporting has never been an easy task. What has changed after the 24th of February and what it is ike to be a modern-day war reporter?

Track 1 (large hall)

How war has changed the media 
landscape in Ukraine?
The Russian full-scale invasion affected all 
aspects of life in Ukraine. Media is not an 
exception. Diana Dutsyk will analyse in detail 
what has changed after the 24th of February.

Moderator: Liza Kuzmenko
(Women in Media NGO / Commission on 
Journalistic Ethics)
Speaker: Diana Dutsyk (Ukrainian Institute of 
Media and Communication / Commission on 
Journalistic Ethics)

Speaker: Veronika Boyko (YouControl)

Track 2 (panel room)

Tools for uncovering hidden assets 
(Hands-on Session)
YouControl’s Ukrainian team will provide 
a training on how to use their instrument 
RuAssets to discover hidden connections with 
Russian business and politicians.

17:45 – 18:00 Break for moving to the panels

18:00 – 19:00 How to help Ukrainian reporters
From the very beginning of the Russian full-
scale invasion western journalists have been 
supporting Ukrainian colleagues with money 
and equipment. What do Ukrainian media need 
now as the war is probably going to continue 
for months?

Moderator: Mathias Brügmann
Speakers: Tetiana Stepykina (Internews), 
Olha Huzhva (Institute for War & Peace 
Reporting), Eugene Zaslavskyy (Media 
Development Foundation) 

Legal defence and protection for 
journalists in a war
On this panel, experts will speak about how to 
protect your rights while working during a war.

Moderator: Liudmyla Pankratova (Regional 
Press Development Institute)
Speakers: Gulnoza Said (Committee to Protect 
Journalists), Serhii Zayets (an international 
defense lawyer)

19:00 – 20:30 Dinner
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Day 2 (December 10, Saturday)

09:00 – 10:00

Moderator: Anne Haubek
Speakers: Alexander Zamkovoi (StopFake), Serhii Odarenko (Behind the News), Vladimir Snidl (Denník N), Stanislav Ivashkevych

Disinformation and propaganda in a war
The Russian-Ukrainian war has shown that a fight for people’s minds comes before weapons start to shoot. What are the common narratives of the 
Russian propaganda and how to counteract them? You will learn more during this panel.

10:00 – 10:15 Break for moving to the panels

10:15 – 11:15

Track 1 (large hall) Track 2 (panel room) Track 3 (workshop)

Reporting about ‘peace’: Georgia, 
Moldova and Kosovo
Wars end very differently. We will take a look 
at recent wars and analyse the situation today. 
Speakers from Kosovo, Moldova and Georgia 
will tell their own stories.

Moderator: Milorad Ivanovic
Speakers: Una Hajdari, Temur Kiguradze, 
Alina Radu

How to document war crimes and 
identify war criminals
Many Ukrainian investigative journalism 
centres started to document war crimes after 
the Russian invasion. How can this be done 
successfully and what are the challenges? 
Everything will be discussed during this panel.

Moderator: Olena Loginova (Slidstvo.Info)
Speakers: Natalia Humeniuk (The Reckoning 
Project), Oleh Ohanov (Mykolaiv Center 
for Investigative Reporting), Oleksandra 
Hubytska (Our Money. Lviv)11:15 – 11:45 Coffee Break

11:45 – 12:45 Psychological recovery
Stress and trauma are common friends to a war 
reporting. How to stay sane and quickly recover 
from consequences? You will know more at this 
workshop.

Speaker: Gavin Rees (Dart Center) Speaker: George Katz (Bellingcat)

OSINT tools to identify war criminals
A speaker from BellingCat will present the 
newest OSINT tools with which you can search 
for data and effectively conduct journalistic 
investigations.

12:45 – 14:00 Lunch

14:00 – 15:00 How to avoid traumas after 
dangerous situations
On this panel speakers will talk about the 
nature of trauma and how to reduce harm while 
reporting from a warzone.

Moderator: Henrik Kaufholz (Politiken-
Fonden)
Speakers: Gavin Rees (Dart Center), Natalia 
Stoietska (psychologist)

Investigating the trade with stolen 
Ukrainian grain 
A panel dedicated to investigations regarding 
stolen Ukrainian grain.

Moderator: Anne Haubek 
Speakers: Maria Korenyuk (BBC), Kyrylo 
Ovsianyi (Schemes Program, Radio Liberty), 
Michael Biesecker (AP)

15:00 – 15:30 Break

Moderator: Danylo Mokryk (Bihus.Info)

Screening of war documentaries
Screening of war documentaries recently 
produced in Ukraine, with a subsequent 
discussion.

15:30 – 16:30 How to get information from outside 
of a country? 
What is working? What are the needs?  What 
are known approaches and even some hints 
at what to think about when entering such 
collaborations?

Moderator: Stefan Candea
Speakers: Jeanna Kromer, Felicia Cretu

How to interview traumatized 
people
How to contact casualties of war? How to 
remain unbiased and not hurt people more? 
Answers to all these questions will be given in 
this workshop.

Speaker: Gavin Rees (Dart Center for 
Journalism and Trauma) 

16:30 – 17:30 Networking

19:00 – 20:30 Dinner



Denmark
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Day 3 (December 11, Sunday)

Reporting from the occupied 
territories – security and threats
Real-life stories and life hacks from reporters 
who worked/or reported on/about occupied 
territories.

9:00 – 10:00 The big and the small picture: How 
will the new Iron Curtain in Europe 
influence politics and daily life

Moderator: Börge Nilsson (Scoop)
Speakers: Rebecca Harms (ECPMF/ European 
parliament), Thomas Ubbesen (Scoop), 
Michal Horecky (independent author, 
Slovakia)  

Sustainability of local media in a war
How local media in Ukraine are surviving in 
the new media landscape that was created by 
the war.

Moderator: Olha Myrovych (Lviv Media 
Forum)
Speakers: Sofia Skyba (Pershyy Kryvoryzkiy), 
Anastasia Rudenko (Eastern Variant 
/ Rubryka), Zakhar Protsiuk, Serhii 
Pervozvanskyy, Eugene Zaslavskyy 
(Media Development Foundation) 

Moderator: Olga Simanovych (GIJN)
Speakers: Kostyantyn Ryzhenko, Oleh 
Baturin (Center for Investigative Reporting), 
Valentyna Samar (Center for Investigative 
Reporting)  

10:00 – 10:30 Break for moving to the panels, 
hotel checkout

10:30 – 11:30

Moderator: Olena Demchenko (Regional 
Press Development Institute)
Speakers: Oleksandra Horchinska 
(NV), Olena Semko (texty.org.ua), Olha 
Omelyanchuk

Physical security in a war
Safety is the number one priority. How to stay 
safe while reporting in a warzone.

Speaker: Gulnoza Said (Committee to Protect 
Journalists)

Investigating and covering 
Ukrainian refugees and IDPs
Ukrainian refugees and IDPs, especially women 
and children, are a delicate topic to report. On 
this panel, you will learn more about how to do 
it right from Ukrainian journalists who write on 
this topic.

11:30 – 12:00 Coffee Break

12:00 – 12:30 Farewell/Goodbye

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch

14:00 Departure

Meet some of the Conference speakers

Henrik Kaufholtz

Henrik has recently after 40+ years retired from the Danish daily Politiken. For Politiken, he has been a correspondent in 
Bonn, Moscow and Berlin. He covered the war in the Balkans from 1990 to 1995 and also followed the tribunal in Den Hag. 
He is a former coordinator of Scoop and cofounder of the Danish Association for Investigative Journalism.

Sevhil Musaieva

Sevhil is a Ukrainian journalist from Crimea currently serving as editor-in-chief of the online newspaper  ‘Ukrayinska Pravda’. 
Her primary focus since she started as a journalist in 2007 has been news on politics and social issues. Sevhil specialized in 

oligarchy-related investigations, as well as reporting on corruption within the oil and gas industry. She worked as a journalist 
for several agencies, newspapers and publications, including some major ones, like Forbes Ukraine. Sevhil is a five-time 

winner of the ‘Presszvanie’, a prize given to the best economic journalists in Ukraine. Additionally, Sevhil has been awarded 
the Anatoliy Moskalenko Memorial Award for ‘contribution to the development of Ukrainian journalism’.

KEYNOTE SPEECH, Ukraine



Ukraine

Germany

Germany

Meet some of the Conference speakers

Rebecca Harms

Rebecca Harms is a German politician and was a member of the European Parliament (EP)  for ‘Die Grünen’ (The Greens) 
from 2004 to 2019 and chaired the European Green group for 8 years. She started working with the Ukrainian Civil Society 
after her first visit to Chornobyl in 1988. In the European Parliament, she was a member of the EP Delegations to Ukraine, 
Russia and Moldova. She also served as Chair of the Parliamentary Assembly of the EP with the EAP countries. After Russia 
attacked Ukraine in 2014 she visited the frontlines in Donbas numerous times. She is vicechair of ECPMF since 2020.

Thomas Ubbesen

Thomas is a Danish journalist and writer. He has covered war, conflict and natural disasters all over the world over four 
decades, primarily as a correspondent for Danish Broadcasting Corporation. He was in the Balkans during the wars in the 

wake of the breakup of Yugoslavia, in the Middle East during wars in Iraq, Afghanistan and Lebanon, and in Libya, Mali and 
Ethiopia covering revolutions and turmoil there. In the last decade, he has written six books - two of them based on journeys 

and encounters in Russia and eastern Europe.

RE VERC

Tomas Avenarius

Tomas is an international correspondent for the German newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung. He is based in Istanbul and has 
reported from Ukraine several times during the war. He recently returned from Kherson. He was with his colleague Florian 
Hassel in 2003 awarded for his war reporting from Chechnya. He has also published the essay ‘Nur ein Narr findet im krieg 
die Wahrheit’ (Only a fool will find the truth in wars).

Anastasiia Stanko

Anastasiia is a Ukrainian journalist and TV presenter In 2013, she co-founded the independent media channel, Hromadske. 
In March 2014, Stanko was in Crimea covering the so-called referendum and annexation of the peninsula. Two months later, 

she became a war correspondent, reporting on the conflict that began in the Donbas area of Ukraine. In 2018 she received 
the international press freedom award from the Committee to protect journalists. One year later, in 2019 she was awarded by 

the International Women Media Foundation for courage in journalism.

Ukraine

Liza Kuzmenko

Head of the NGO Women in the Media, current Member of the Commission on Journalism Ethics of Ukraine.

Denmark
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Ukraine

Ukraine

Meet some of the Conference speakers
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Diana Dutsyk

Founder and executive director of the NGO Ukrainian Institute of Media and Communication.’ a member of the Commission 
on Journalistic Ethics, and a teacher at the Mohyla School of Journalism. She worked as a political columnist in central and 
regional publications, as well as the editor-in-chief of projects of the holding ‘Hlavred-media,’ the online publication ‘Pik’, 
and the daily newspaper ‘Bez cenzury.’

Mathias Brüggmann

Mathias is International Correspondentr at Handelsblatt. He has been a correspondent in Moscow for the newspapers Welt 
and Bild for 4,5 years since 1993, then in Brussels and for Handelsblatt since 1999 covering Eastern Europe, seven years 

as Bureau Chief in Moscow, reporting on Ukraine all the years and then in Warsaw and afterward in Berlin. He recently 
published a book about Qatar, where the World Cup in football is taking place these days.

Veronika Boyko

Social direction chief in PR-department YouControl, IT-company that creates solutions based on open data.
Skilled in open data analytics and OSINT. Last year organized and taught more than 1700 journalists and NGOs in Ukraine 
and abroad how to use analytical instruments in resources and business checks.

Gulnoza Said

Gulnoza Said is the Program Coordinator for Europe and Central Asia at the Committee to Protect Journalists. Prior to joining 
CPJ in 2016, she worked as a journalist and communications professional in New York, Prague, Bratislava, and Tashkent and 

covered issues including politics, media, religion, and human rights. 

Committee to Protect Journalists

Olha Huzhva

Program manager of the Ukrainian Voices IWPR Institute of War and Peace Reporting project. Co-founder of the Civil Union 
Consortium of Veteran Organizations of the East and the Media Center East. Media expert, sociologist, and psychologist.

Germany
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Ukraine

Denmark

Meet some of the Conference speakers

Anne Haubek

Anne Haubek, a journalist, editor and radio presenter for Danish Broadcasting Corporation for almost 25 years. Now 
freelance journalist and lecturer, covering Central-and Eastern Europe. The journalistic main focus is on individual stories 
and life experiences from post-communist countries. Numerous travels to Ukraine, Belarus, Russia and other former 
communist countries in Europe. Co-founder of Scoop, the Danish initiative for supporting investigations in Eastern Europe.

Alexander Zamkovoi 

Alexander is a Ukrainian journalist and fact-checker at StopFake and is fighting disinformation and Russian propaganda. He 
is also an expert in media communications and social media management.

RE VERC

Serhii Odarenko

Serhii Odarenko is a Ukrainian journalist. He has been working with texty.org.ua, Detector media, Gazeta po-Ukrainsky 
and others. Since 2019, Serhii became a professional fact-checker, and in 2021, he was appointed as the editor of the 
information campaign of the Regional Press Development Institute ‘Behind the News.’ Coordinator of the projects ‘Behind 
the Gender’ and ‘Behind the War.’

Vladimír Šnídl

Vladimír has been working as a journalist in Slovak ‘Denník N’ (‘Daily N’). He has focused on the phenomenon of 
disinformation and conspiracy theories. He is the author or co-author of several educational magazines about media literacy 

for Slovak schools. In 2017 he wrote the book ‘True and lie on Facebook’.

Slovakia

Milorad Ivanovic

Milorad is an editor at BIRN Serbia in Belgrade. Previously he was the editor-in-chief of the Serbian edition of Newsweek 
magazine, deputy editor-in-chief in Blic daily and executive editor in Novi magazine weekly. He is a contact person for 
the Western Balkans of the Dart Center for Trauma and Journalism. Milorad has had articles published in international 
newspapers such as The Sunday Times in the UK, El Mundo in Spain, Der Standard in Austria and the Washington Times. His 
investigations have included work on human trafficking, war crimes and arms trafficking from Ukraine into Serbia.

Ukraine
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Ukraine

Meet some of the Conference speakers

RE VERC

Oleh Ohanov

Oleh is an investigative reporter, the founder of the Center for Investigative Reporting, based in Mykolaiv, Ukraine. He is 
specially trained in data journalism and programming. He collaborated on several cross-border projects, covering corruption 
and labor migration in Ukraine and European countries. He won several awards in National contests in anti-corruption 
journalistic investigations. At the beginning of the full-scale war cooperated with foreign journalists as a local producer.

Oleksandra Hubytska

Co-editor of the regional media ‘Nashi Hroshi. Lviv,’ specializes in public procurement investigations. Worked in the 
newspapers Express,’ ‘Informator’ and ZIK, co-author of the investigative project ‘Hto tut zhyve?’ on the ZIK TV channel.

Gavin Rees

Gavin is Senior Advisor for Training and Innovation at the Dart Center for Journalism and Trauma. Since 2008 he has 
been working as a trauma awareness consultant and trainer for newsrooms, media-support organizations, and journalism 
schools across Europe and internationally. Recently his work has focused on developing new approaches to working safely 
with traumatic images, dealing with online harassment and working ethically and effectively with victims and survivors 
of human rights abuses, such as forced labor, torture and sexual violence. Earlier in his career, Gavin produced news for 
US, British and Japanese news channels, and documentary films for the BBC and Channel 4. He was a lead producer on 
Hiroshima, a BBC documentary drama, which won an International Emmy in 2006. Gavin Rees is a board member of the UK 
Psychological Trauma Society.

Natalya Stoetska

Master of Psychology, psychologist of the 1st category, 15 years of psychotherapeutic practice, an employee of the TMO 
‘Psychiatry’ (16 years), trainer of the APPPGA, leader of educational, supervisory, and therapeutic groups.

Since 2017, Natalia has been involved in the OSCE project to work with journalists traveling to the ATO zone.

Ukraine

Kyrylo Ovsyanyy

Investigative journalist of the program ‘Schemes. Corruption in details’ (Radio Liberty). The author of high-profile 
investigations exposing corruption and war crimes. Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion of Russia into Ukraine, he 
has been the author of a series of investigations using satellite images.

Ukraine
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Germany/Belarus

USA

Meet some of the Conference speakers

Michael Biesecker

Michael is a global investigative reporter for The Associated Press, based in Washington, D.C. He has reported on a wide 
range of topics, including human conflict, climate change, political corruption and deaths in government custody. Over the 
years, Biesecker’s investigations have frequently been honored by journalism organizations and directly resulted in legal 
reforms, forced resignations of public officials and criminal convictions. His 2019 reporting on the Trump administration’s 
systematic abuse of migrant children was honored with the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award, the John Seigenthaler 
Prize for Courage in Reporting and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting. He is also a member of the 
faculty at Georgetown University, teaching graduate courses in investigative journalism and climate reporting.

Stefan Candea

During the early 2000s, Stefan Candea was involved in the co-founding of one of the first European non-profit investigative 
structures, Centrul Român Pentru Jurnalism de Investigație (CRJI). As a CRJI representative, he participated in the co-

founding of GIJN and OCCRP. Later on, after becoming an ICIJ member, Stefan contributed with research, articles and 
management for the first large-scale cross-border collaboration, Secrecy for Sale. These experiences pushed him to get 

involved in teaching collaborative methods and techniques at various universities and to develop critical research about 
media and investigative journalism structures, first as a Nieman fellow at Harvard

and finally earning a Ph.D. degree at the University of Westminster.
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Jeanna Krömer

Jeanna Krömer, 42, Journalist, Editor and Projectmanager.She is from Hrodna in Belarus and has lived since 2010 in exile 
in Berlin. From Germany, she has worked for Belsat, Deutsche Welle, Nasha Niva, Die Zeit und an.Schläge. She has mostly 
reported on democracy, human rights, migration, new media and gender equality.

Felicia Cretu

Video investigative journalist from Chisinau, Moldova. For the last three years has been a member of a local media NGO 
founded by 3 investigative journalists. Has mainly monitored inefficient public money spending on big infrastructure 

projects, funding of electoral campaigns, and improper asset declaration by public officials in Moldova. Her last investigation 
exposed the hiding place of a fugitive Moldovan oligarch, placed on international wanted lists. He was convicted of money 
laundering related to the 2014 theft of $1 billion from Moldovan banks, dubbed the «theft of the century». Recently, Shor 

was put on the US sanctions list for working with Russia to return Moldova to the Kremlin’s sphere of influence. 

Moldova

Börge Nilsson

Romania

Börge is a Swedish freelance journalist with long experience in reporting for Scandinavian newspapers and business 
journals from countries in Central and Eastern Europe such as Ukraine, Poland, Belarus, Russia, Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. He holds a Journalism degree from the University of Gothenburg, he has been a desk editor at Göteborgs-
Tidningen and Dagens Nyheter and the project coordinator for Scoop Russia, a peer-to-peer support project organized by 
among others the Swedish and the Danish society for investigative reporting. 



Meet some of the Conference speakers
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Ukraine

Ukraine

Slovakia

Michal Hvorecky

Michal, born in 1976, is an author and translator from German. In 2018, his novel Troll about online propaganda and fake 
news in Central and Eastern Europe was published in German by Tropen/Klett-Cotta with a big media response. It also came 
out in the Ukrainian language. Hvoreckys fiction was translated into twelve languages. He works at Goethe Institute. He 
lives with his family in Bratislava, Slovakia.

Sofia Skyba

Editor-in-chief of the ‘Pershyy Kryvoryzkiy’ information agency, head of the public organization ‘ZMI-ny Kryvyi Rih,’ columnist 
of ‘Detector Media’. In the past, she was the author of the only special project in Ukraine to commemorate soldiers’ 

‘Poimenno’, entertainment and educational projects. Sofia believes that local media is as important for society as national 
media, and the rights of journalists must be defended under any circumstances. The editorial office she manages did not 

close during the full-scale invasion, but only expanded and, despite everything, implements new projects.

Anastasia Rudenko

Editor-in-chief of the all-Ukrainian solutions media Rubryka.’Editor-in-Chief of the Donetsk and Luhansk region editions 
of ‘Shidnyy Variant.’ In the media since 2013, in 2020 became an author of 10 documentaries of the EcoRubryka project. 
Developing solution journalism in Ukraine with a team.

Oleh Baturin

Journalist of the Center for Journalistic Investigations and a documenter of the project ‘Rozplata: Ukraina svidchyt’, the head 
of the Europrostir NGO. Until the beginning of April, lived and worked in the occupied Kherson region. Focuses on the topics 

of war crimes in the south of Ukraine and in the Kherson region.

Ukraine

Oleksandra Horchynska

Ukraine

Journalist of the NV media. Kyiv, Ukraine. Specialization: social issues, coverage of the lives of vulnerable social groups, 
gender issues.

Olena Semko

Olena has been working as a journalist since 2004: as a correspondent in the media of the Zaporizhia region (in the socio-
political newspaper ‘Berdyansk delovoy’ and the media holding ‘PRO-100’). In 2021, she was the editor-in-chief of the 

Berdyansk news site 06153. Since the beginning of the war, became a freelancer, collaborating with 
Ukrainian and international online media.

Ukraine
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You can find us here
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